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MENDIP HILLS AONB
Origin of proposal

1.  During the 2nd World War, John Dower was requested by Government to
study the problems relating to the establishment of Nationa] Parks in England and
Wales and his Report! (May 1945) included the Mendip Hills in his list (Division C)
of “Other Amenity Areas” not suggested as National Parks, but as areas of
landscape beauty which merited some form of national protection in the future.
Many of these “Other Amenity Areas” became the basis of the 52 conservation .-
areas of high landscape quality, scientific interest and recreational value, listed in
the July 1947 Report of the National Parks Committee, set up by Government
following the Dower Report, and chaired by Sir Arthur Hobhouse.? The 62 square
mile/161 square kilometres area of the Mendip Hills (Map 1) was included in
Hobhouse’s list of conservation areas. Lying entirely in the old geographical
county (pre 1974 re-organisation) of Somerset, it stretched along the Carboniferous
Limestone ridge from Bleadon Hill in the west (with an outlier of Brean Down
further west) to north of Shepton Mallet in the east. (The designated AONB
excludes the Mendips between Wells and Shepton Mallet). To the south the Hills
rose abruptly out of the flat Somerset Levels and Moors to a 300m ridge, but to the
north and east it gradually merged with the Avon Vales, the southern end of the
Cotswolds and the Yeovil Scarplands. It combined the classic features of a
Carboniferous Limestone karst landscape (including a small core of Old Red
Sandstone) with the complex ritual, industrial and agricultural landscapes extending
in time from the prehistoric period to modern quarrying.

Designation History

2. The National Parks Commission (NPC) gave priority to its programme of
National Park designations, and it was not until 1957 that the NPC turned its
attention to AONBs, using the Hobhouse conservation areas for its initial list of
proposals. The Mendip Hills was not in this initial list, but was noted as an area for
future inclusion in the AONB programme.

3.  In 1966 a number of national and local amenity and conservation groups,
including the Mendip Society, wrote to the NPC seeking early designation of the
Mendip Hills as an AONB; and in 1967 a similar request was put to the NPC by
Axbridge Rural District Council, which was particularly concerned about the
impacts of limestone working on the area. The NPC’s initial view was - while it
accepted future consideration of the area as an AONB, the priority in its current
programme was for coastal AONBs rather than inland areas. It promised, however
to consider the question of the Mendips at its next AONB programme review; and
in October/November 1967° the NPC formally decided to bring the area into its

programme.



4.  In January 1968 the NPC invited the Somerset County Council to prepare a
preliminary map of the AONB showing possible boundaries. Following an
inspection of the area by Commissioners in January 1969, the Commission
considered, and agreed, the report (Paper A/970)* of their inspecting party at their
February 1969 meeting. They generally agreed with the boundaries of the area put
forward in the preliminary map, which covered the western part of the Mendips
i.e. the section stretching from Bleadon Hill in the west to the A39 main road from
Bath to Wells. The inspecting party observed that the landscape on both east and
west sides of the A39 differed little in landscape quality, but nevertheless it was
accepted that the road formed the most convenient boundary separating the finest'
landscape of the proposed AONB to the west from the dominantly ordinary
scenery to the east. The preliminary map included Blagdon Lake on the north side
of the Mendips, but excluded Chew Valley Lake, a large reservoir supporting much
wildlife. The Commission suggested three amendments to the preliminary map
prepared by Somerset County Council - the exclusion of a small area west of
Blagdon Lake, where there was recent housing development, the addition of Chew
Valley Lake and the villages of Litton and Chewton Mendip.

5.  Following further correspondence with the County Council the preliminary
map boundary was re-drawn, and presented to the Commission at their June 1969
meeting, together with Paper A1019° which described the changes. The
Commission agreed® the new boundary which generally reflected the changes they
had suggested at their February meeting. However, the Commission also resolved
not to proceed further with the designation until the Statement of Intent for the
AONB had been improved by the County Council.

6.  The County Council prepared a revised Statement of Intent which was
considered by the Commission at their October 1969 meeting® and accepted. Work
then continued on the designation process, and the County Council first sought
views on the agreed preliminary map from a range of bodies. These views, more
especially those requesting amendments, were reported in summary form, in paper
A/10967, to the Commission at their May 1970 meeting’. Many of the changes
proposed were minor and accepted; but major proposals for extensions eastwards
from Wells, including land at Measbury Castle and Beacon Hill towards Shepton
Mallet, by CPRE, the Ramblers’ Association, the YHA and the Mendip Society,
were rejected. While Measbury Castle and Beacon Hill were felt to be possibly
worthy of inclusion; their detached location in what was described as less worthy
land militated against this view. At the same time the Somerset Branch of the
CPRE had also suggested that the Polden Hills might be included as a detached
section of the proposed AONB, but this was rejected, though the Commission
Secretary's letter suggested that this did not preclude consideration of the area as a
separate AONB at a later date.



7. A major objection to the designation of the area was made by the Somerset
Branch of the NFU to its unnecessarily wide extent in relation to the dominance of
dairy and arable farming over the area (particularly around the Chew Valley Lake);
and this was considered by the Commission at their July 1970 meeting®. Although
the Commission did not agree with the NFU views, particularly with regard to the
inclusion of the Chew Valley Lake Area (which the Commission itself had added to
Somerset’s original preliminary map boundaries), it was agreed that an early
meeting between the Commission and the NFU should take place to attempt to
allay their fears. The meeting was held in August, but no modification was made to
the boundary as a result.

8.  In further correspondence in August 1970, the Mendip Society requested
that the Commission consider a number of detailed changes to the boundary, as
well as seeking the inclusion of Brean Down, Steep Holme and Flat Holm as -
outliers of the Mendips. The argument for the inclusion of the area between Wells
and Shepton Mallet was again pursued on the grounds of its very great amenity
importance and scenic link with the rest of the Mendips. ‘

9. In October 1970 the Commission formally consulted the local authorities on
the designation map agreed at their July 1970 meeting. Only two authorities,
Axbridge RDC and Clutton RDC, suggested amendments to the boundary of the
AONB, and these were set out in Commission Paper 71/19, and submitted to the
Commission’s meeting in February 1971°. Most of these amendments were minor
(including proposed boundary changes around the village of Blagdon), and mostly
were not agreed, along with a more substantial proposal from Axbridge RDC to
include Brean Down, which was also rejected. The Commission authorised their
officers to proceed with the public advertisement of the designation at this
February 1971 meeting.

10. At their meeting on 2 November 1971'° the Commission considered paper
71/186, which contained their officers’ recommendations on the representations
received following the public advertisement of the designation order. The major
formal representations came from the CPRE, the RA and the Mendip Society, and
related to informal proposals previously made to extend the proposed designation
eastward. These proposals were again rejected on the grounds that the area was
generally not up to national AONB standard and lacked the distinctive character of
the more impressive Mendxp scenery to thé'east. The NFU repeated their previous
informal representations to withdraw large areas around Chew Valley Lake and
agricultural land to the south; as well as the Cheddar strawberry growing area.
These representations were rejected by the Commission. Although the
Commission agreed at their November meeting to the making and submitting of
the Order on the basis of the recommendations in paper 71/186 following requests
by the Mendip Society, the CPRE and the RA for a site meeting with the
Commission, such a meeting took place in December, and included the County



Planning Officer. No major changes were made to the boundary as a result of this
meeting apart from a small extension to the AONB to the north of Shipham.

11.  The Designation Order for the Mendip Hills AONB was eventually signed
on 14 February 1972; and submitted to the Secretary of State for the Environment.
The Secretary of State confirmed the designation order without modification on 1
December 1972. Covering 202 square kilometres the designated area (Map 2)
stretched from Bleadon Hill in the west to the A39 Bath-Wells road in the east,
including the greater part of the Mendip Hills.

12.- A further chapter in the designation history of the Mendip Hills AONB
opened with a review of the existing AONB boundaries in 1986 undertaken jointly
by the local authorities (as part of the local plan process) and the Countryside
Commission. The review was part of a wider review of the boundaries of several
AONBs undertaken by the Commission in the eighties, and then endorsed by the
Secretary of State. The purpose of this review (described as minor) was to make
small-scale alterations to the boundary to redress anomalies which had come to
light since designation in 1972. No large-scale additions or deletions were to be
considered, so the Commission did not take any view on local authority
suggestions to make a major eastward extension to the AONB (reflecting similar
proposals prior to 1972).

13.  The anomalies considered mainly concerned settlements on the edge of the
designated area where, for convenience, the 1972 boundary followed roads, and
several important Mendip settlements were consequently divided by the AONB
boundary. The other main anomalies were in the Shipham, Winscombe and
Blagdon areas, near the northern boundary of the AONB, where considerable land
of AONB quality in and around these villages had been excluded from the AONB
to allow for residential growth. With the smaller housing needs anticipated in the
late eighties it was proposed to bring the AONB quality land and settlements into
the AONB, and the whole of the villages of Blagdon and Shipham, as well as much
open land around Winscombe and Shipham. At Wells too, it was proposed to
extend the AONB to bring in an area of mainly parkland on the scarp overlooking
the City.

14.  All these proposals received wide publicity through the local plan process
and the views of the public and interested organisations were sought; and it was
agreed by the Commission that this consultation would meet their requirements
for the informal public consultation which was normally part of the boundary
review.,

15. The Commission considered these proposals (and several minor proposals
not mentioned above) at their February' and October 1987 meetings (Commission
papers 87/12!" and 87/70'%), and at their October 1987 meeting, authorised their



officers to proceed with the statutory advertisement of the Commission’s intention
to make and submit a variation order for the Mendip Hills AONB to the Secretary

of State.

16.  Following public advertisement of the designation order in February 1988,
only thirteen representations were received, and were described in Commission .
Paper 88/39, considered by the Commission at their June 1988" meeting. No
changes were made in light of the representations received which largely dealt with
issues already considered. The Mendip Hills AONB Variation Order was signed
on 2 June 1988 and submitted to the Secretary of State for the Environment, who
confirmed it with modifications, on 5 October 1989. His modification removed
the centre of the village of Shipham from the AONB, and also drew back out of the
AONB land on the periphery of Winscombe village. Otherwise he confirmed the
designation order, which, had the effect of making the land covered by the AONB
some 206 square kilometres, a net increase of 4 sq km over the previous figure. A
subsequent re-measurement of all National Parks and AONB designations, using
more accurate instrumentation, in 1991 brought the actual area down to 198 square

kilometres.
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All the references above are included as FOLIOS and are numbered as the
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Map 1 - Hobhouse Conservation area, Mendip Hills

Map 2 - Mendip Hills AONB (Page 69, 1972-3 Annual Report of the
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should include the protection of substantial areas of mere and marsh as strict
Nature Reserves. e other two groups, which are not in any order of priority,
comprise all the best that remains, after taking the areas included in Division A,
in the moorland and mountain masses of the North (Cheviots and Pennines)
and-of Wales and the Welsh Marches. These are, in effect, the twa. great
seserves from which further National Parks or extensions of existing Par

not necessarily conespond.inﬁ precisely to the unit areas as listed—could
progressively be drawn, as policy, finance and administrative capacity allowed.

Approx.
) square miles
(1) The Broads ... w120
(2) North York Moors and Coast 460
(3) Dorset Coast and Heaths - ... ...’ 200
(4) Berkshire and Marlborough Downs... 240
(5) North-east Cheviots (Till and Coquet) 300 - -
(6) North Pennines (South Tyne, Wear and Tees) ... 640
(7) Swaledale Pennines (with part of Wensleydale) ... 240 B
(8) Howgill Fells (upper Lune) ... 280
1,460
(9) Merioneth Coast and Mountains (incl. Berwyns) ... 660
(10) Plynlimon ... .. ... 400
(11) Radnor and Clun Forests . e e 420
(12) Elenith Mountains® (Elan, Towy and Cothi) ... 440
1,920
w0

11, Division C: Other Amenity Areas WOT suggesied as National Parks.
(see explanation in paragraph 8 above). These are set out in four groups—
Northern ; Western; South-western ; and Southern and Eastern. It ma
be thought that some of the areas in this last group should have been placac{
50 as to secure a more even distribution of National Parks over the country,
in Divisions A or B, in which areas in the North, West and South-west
gtedom.inate. The answer is that the wilder country most suitable for National

arks §s ﬂedominand in the North, West and South-west. Nevertheless
I should have included at least two southern areas in Divisions A or B if I
were not reasonably satisfied that they would, in future, be adequately dealt
with by other agencies ; the South Downs by the connt& and local authorities,
and the New Forest by the Forestry Commission. Both have, unfortunately,
suffered considerably in places from past misdevelopments, Other areas
where the Forestry Commission has a major interest are the Forest of Dean
ia(uready a National Forest Park), the th-west Cheviots (Kielder and

ershope Forests), Cannock Chase, Breckland and the Suffolk Heaths.

© ®There is no. current general name for this well-marked mountain range running from
Rhayader south-west almost to -Carmarthen: I take the revival of the ancient name
# Elenith * from Mr. A. G. Bradley and Mr. Edmund Vale.




Distribution of areas to be considered when National Parks in Engla
' and Wales are selected.

. Notes, '
To show the coastal areas clearly, their depth is, in some

exaggerated. Small enclaves .of urban and industrial developﬁ
are disregarded



Northern

Northumberland Coast (part)
South-west Cheviots
Bowland Fells
Nidderdale Pennines *
Industrial Pennines’

g  Chamwood Forest
Cannock Chase
Delamere Forest

South-western

The Cotswolds

The Mendips

The Quantocks

Cornish Coast (remaining parts)
South Devon Coast

Blackdown Hills

Dorset Downs

12. The terms of reference for this report
foregoing lists are therefore confined to England and Wales. It is, however,
exceedingly desirable that National Parks should be established, and areas for
further National Parks reserved, in Scotland pari passe with England and
Wales, and at a rate of not less than one to three. The mountain masses of
the Highlands, with their glens and lochs, are far larger and more continuously
wild than any correspon areas south of the Border ; and (in my opinion)

tro Highland areas of ample size should become Scottish
Na#onal Parks simultaneously with the establishment of the first six
‘Mzit Welshu}liationnl Parks. dSl:ch action would have, besides theit.s intrinsi
merit, the advan of iding a further insurance against congestion
i cﬂwoulduiukommyschmwlﬁch:tutedvith
too small a number or extent of National Park areas.

at least two selecte

and other ill-effects whi

A national objective for national decision and action |

13. The fiext requirement of my definition is that National Parks should
\ﬂsenseuationd,iﬂheymtobeworth of their name and

be in a true and f

pu;posz.ﬁisdosnotmeanthatbwlintmtsmtobe i ed. On the
contrary, the well-being of those who live and work within them must always
be a first consideration. But it does mean that their holiday and recreational
y young people—of every class and .

use should be for people—and especiall
2 indeéed of the world. National Parks

kind and from every part of the country, > v !

are not for any privileged or otherwise restricted section of the population,

but for all who care to refresh their minds and spirits and to exercise their

bodies in a peaceful setting of natural beauty.® Few national s are .

more vital or mote rich in promise of health and bappiness than the provision,

first, of general and generous opportunity for holidays (by the “ holidays with
gherwifsc) and, second, of large, open and beau Aracts

pay " system and ot

The New Forest

Western
(Wales and Welsh Marches)

Anglesey Coast
Lleyn Coast
Denbigh Moors
Clwydian Range
Cardigan Coast
The E
e t
South%n ire Hills . : !
Malvern H
Forest of Dean and Lower Wye

"Somthern and Easiern

Hampshire Downs and Hindhead '
South Downs ' - |
Forest Ridges (Horsham to Battle)

North Downs

The Chilterns

Breckland .

Sufiolk Heaths and Coast . ' .
North Norfolk Coast

do not extend to Scotland and the

*® This qualificati , of course, impl one broad restriction, namely, that it is no
. e tbo&ywhopmlu:townntdutorthairhﬁday!:

concern of National Parks to cater for
se¢ paragraph 29 below.
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() to hold, improve and manage land and other propert and to carry
out on such landp building or other development orpmy agts appropriate
to the functions of estate ownership;

(g) to enter into covenants and agreements with owners or occupiers
covering the development and management of their land or property
and to pay consideration for such covenants; and .

(k) to _assist by grants or otherwise local authorities or other

organisations.

VIII. Conservation Areas

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

m.ﬁmmmymo!ﬁnecountry and coast in England and
Wales which are not included in our selection of National Parks but yet
possess outstanding landscape beauty, are often of great scientific interest
and, in many cases, include important holiday areas. ile in the main they
do not call for the degree of positive management required in National Parks,
por for the closer scientific control which may be necessary in National Nature
Reserves, their contribution to the wider enjoyment of the countryside is so
important that special measures should be taken to preserve their natural
beauty and interest, Indeed we regard our proposals for these areas as an
essential corollary to our National Park scheme.

228. In carrying out their duties in relation to National Parks, the Commis-

sion and their staff will accumulate a wealth of experience and technical
knowledge which we feel should be placed at the disposal of the local authori-
ties responsible for the planning and adminstration of these other areas of
ﬁal beauty and interest. er we consider that the expert advice

the Commission should on occasion be accompanied by some financial
assistance, in the form of grants to local authorities or to other appropriate
bodies, for the protection of natural beauty and interest or to promote the
ejoyment of these areas by the visiting ic. We recommend, therefore,
that the Minister of Town and Country lanning should designate areas of
high landscape quality, scientific interest and recreational value as
CONSERVATION AREAS, to be dealt with in the manner indicated in succeeding
pragraphs of this chapter.

SELECTION

22G. We have selected 52 areas, W ich we list in Appendix C, and include
- o0 the map at the end of this Report, for designation as Conservation Areas.

230. Our list includes a wide variety of landsﬁ:remt):g;s oitom alll f:m of

land and Wales. All of them have great natu. 1
and most of them are of substantial continuous extent; indeed we have omitted
from our selection many smaller areas of attractive country which should be

moded as Green Belts, Open Spaces, Rural Zones or Nature Reserves under

planning.
231, Some of the areas selected, such as the Malvern Hills and the Cotswolds,

fall ‘thort of National Park standards in extent or wildness. Other areas are

" not included as National Parks on account of intensive land uses which would
ng access. Of these, the Breckland

Bot allow a sufficient freedom of rambli
re Downs are good examples, where forestry

_ and the Marlborough and Berkshi
are paramount. Yet others, such as the

and arable farming respectivel 0 SR :
i intrinsically suitable to be .

Howgill Fells or the Elenith Mountains, though

T
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National Parks, are adjacent 10 country of ghe I
given preference in our selection. If, however, it is desired at some

cate to increase the number of National Parks, we assume :pat ad.
will be sought from among the Conservation Areas,

still higher quality wiich has

232. Many of the areas proposed are within easy reach of large
of population. These more accessible areas will provide enjoyment for
biving in towns and cities more remote from National Parks, who will be
0 visit and explore their Conservation Areas in shorter periods of leisur

233. Our proposals have also been strongly reinforced by the nndings ¢
Wild Life Conservation Special Committee., In presenting ‘their s¢|
of Nature Conservation for the whole of England and Wales, they a
particular importance to the preservation of large tracts of interesting cov
100 large for strict preservation as National Nature Reserves,

v

but yet o |
value either physiogra hically or geologically or as containing complex .
munities of plant and animal life, We have therefore worked i |

co-operation with the Special Committee in making our selection,
the boundaries of Conservation Areas so as to include Jand which
recommended as of outstanding scientific value. We also make provision
the application of expert advice from the proposed Biolo ical Servica

Chapter X), to the protection of these areas, the interest an beauty of wi

are so largely derived from their underlying geological formatiens and from
richness of their flora and fauna,

and in dra:

DESIGNATION

234. It has not been Possible to make a detailed survey of :ne bounda
of the 52 Conservation Areas proposed. We have,

therefore irdicated on
map what we consider to be their approximate limits. We recommend. the
fore, that local Planning authorities should be charged to submit, with

assistance of the National Parks Commission, within twelve months of

assage of the necessary legislation, detailed boundaries for the approval of
glinister of Town and Country Planning; and

; that the Minister. after mak
any modifications in the boundaries which h

e may think de:rable. siyn
thereafter formally designate each Conservation Area.

PLANNING ORGANISATION

235. For the planning of Conservation Areas we do not SUELest any alter
tion in the normal Joca) Planning authorities, which, under the new Bill, will
the County and County Borough Councils. We wish to ensure, howeve
that the expert advice of the National Parks Commission, and in appr
priate cases, of the Biological Service, is made available, and that ea
of the Conservation Arcas (since they are for the most Part geographical
homogeneous), should be comprehensively treated as a single unit, e thir
that these objects can he most effectively achieved by the pee of Advisor
Committees, an expedient already well established in planning administratio;

236. We therefore recommend that the Minister of Town a
ning should, on the designation of

Order requiring the loca) plannin
or (where two or more Jocal plan
Joint Advisory Committee.

237. We further recommend:

(a) that the area of the Advisory Committee’s responsibiiity should
be co-extensive with the Conservation Area;

nd Country Plar
any area as a Conservation Arca, make a

g authority to set up an Adviscry Committe
ning authorities are concerned % any arsz), |
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Appendix C

PROPOSED CONSERVATION AREAS WITH
APPROXIMATE SIZE IN SQUARE MILES

Northern
Northumberland Coast o 76
The Cheviot and Rothbmy Faut . 288
Kielder Horn . 401
Howgill Fells ... .. .. .. .. 311
Silverdale ... .7
Forest of Bowland .. 289
Nidderdale Moors . 239
South Pennines 154
Howardian Hills ... 58
Flamborough Coast ... 18
Delamere Forest 27
Western
Denbigh Moors . 146
, Berwyn .- 20§
Clun and Radnor Fm 474
Shropshire Hills . 192
Elenith Mountains . 484
Epynt ... . . 179
Cardigan Coast 18
Gower ... 48
South Ghmorgan Coast 14
Forest of Dean and Wye Valley 232
Malvern Hills ... ... 23
Sowth Western
The Mendips ... 6
Bideford Bay ... 51
Bodmin Moor ... - 95
Cornish Coast ... - 269
Isles of Scilly .. e - 7
South Devon Cout L

Blackdown Hills and S)dmonth Bay
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Southern . .
Dorset Downs, Heaths'and Coast ..

Cranborne Chase and West Wdtshne Downs

The New Forest ... ..ot
Isle of Wight Coast ... I >
Hindhead ... =
.The North Downs i 4o ey

Forest Ridges ... == 7
’ D\lﬂgm DRy " anw e EE R

The Cotswolds
Marlborough and Berkshire Downs ...

Eastern and Central

Suffolk Coast and Heaths ...
Breckland ...
North Norfolk Coast ...
Clipshun-ﬁolywcll .l

e

Fedd

441
231
243

1

184

435

&

X
313

- S
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i c/M/67/9
NATTONAL PARKS COMMISSION ]

mites of the hundred and ninety-second meeting held at 1, Cumbdgéo Gate,
egent's Park, Londor, N,W.l., on Tuesday, October 31, and Wednesday,
[ rember 1, 1967.

' TSENT:
'he Baroness Wootton of Abinger Chairman
[~, James Figher Depv%y Chairman

| » Aubrey Buxton, M,C.

Irse. Blm Davies

rs George Howard

{ , Ceoil H, King

j—* William Lindsay -

‘rofessor O.R, MoGregor

' ' P‘“rr. Shﬁphel!ﬂ v

{ , Js Longland Sports Councdl

i+ MJFB,. Bell locx;otu'y
ire JuRI e Ferguson
iry ReJ.S. Hoow

> pdten 7:

¥ r William Goode

f +» AGe NoCleland

ir, R.A. Danks

Professor H.C. Darby

i, W.A, Muddell Water Resources Doard
[ S8 ‘J. Rowntree " .

4
¥ + NJH, Calvert
b . W.E. Dradbury

f~r 4tem B:
kr, A.M, Allen | Dritish Vaterways Doard
pologies for sbsence were received from lir. Jones. )'(\p

.The Minutes of the September meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman,
lelemet=do and Telecommunications Masts (Iling‘bo 3913) - : -

The Deputy Chairman drew attention to an article in the Observer of October 29.
The office undertook to investigate the possible use of satellites to replace
telemetric and telecommnications masts, .

(&/71)
GENERAL

. Cost of undergrounding electrioity supply lines

The Conmission moted the opinion of an offioisl of the Central Blscirlcity
Generating Doard, x_‘gf}eo_ting on the high cost of undergrounding 40O kV lines,

P SUISESRET P LA Gy Y LSO STE RS Dy E S

TR T e - &
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prefuce to the scc icns of tho report containing these ataiistics had been
rereed by tke Deputy Cheirman and wes befere tho Commission. fIhs conmission
vgreed not to raisy eny obJjecticn to the use of this matoriel provided that
the last sentence .a the draft preface to the repcrt was remo.cd.

(Fu/5/1257)
'e Eymoor: Floughingz and Fencing ef Open Lend : v.3
The Comcission took note of Paper D/1074 boing o copy ¢’ & letter and ; ' ,
supporting papers fron Bomerset County Council to the Ministiy of Hrusing and :
Local Government on the problenm of ploughing ond fencing of cpen lond on

Exnoor and of the Ministry's reply. lir. Hcwerd reported on his moeting on. ' |
October 11/12 with represcntatives of Exroor laniownors ond farcors.

ER/5/113/Ft.3)
im/s/nm)

e Northumberland: publis cocess ' X

The Cormission recalled thet Mr, Dlenkinscp hel nsked for an eccess order

on land in the area of Fodon Hill, Drown Kigg Head, Kolly's Pike and
Tlackwool Law, anl thot the office had suggested to Northumberlend County
Council thet they might try for an sccess agreczent eos preferable to an order,

The County Council hod replied that the Naticnol Park Planning Comnittoe
did not think that enough poople visited the arca to warrant the neking of en
acoess agreenment or order,

The Coardssion doeided to tek. no further action in the metter,
(ND/5/141)

LRE.S OF OUTSTAIDING NATURLL IELUTY

t— . il ——— . ————— . — o—— . T — ]
' L e aan

-—————

4
8, Future Progrome

TLs Comz3asion had befcre them Papor 4/830 being a mote of work under way and |
areas still to be ecnsidercd by thon for possible desiprztion, |

o~
- T MR ety 4

Tho Conmission decided to urge the Telsh Office to speel up the -
confirmation of the anglescy designaticn, and that the office should bring into 4

the progrzame of designations proposals for
- Porest of Dean and Wye Valley : |
- Mondips i
« Lincolnshire yJolés,

- RTINS AT e e L

o iy ———

They d4rected the recoval of Flamborough end of Coed Kelen Estate from the list,
and deferred comcent on any further prograrmnos

(2/51/1/P4.2)

NOIEIN/TICNS

19, Dartmoor Nationsl Park Concdttee

The Connission dociled to reccmmer’ to the Ninister that Messrz. Foot, P

TSN G I - Paoatnmda a0 YAn e, e it ndald i t



FOLIO 4






| CONFIDENCE CM/69/1
W COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION

: utes of the fifth meeting of the Countryside Cormmission held at 1, Cembridge Gate,
egent's Park, London, N.W.1., on Tuesday, February 4, 1969.

e

hWSENT 2
1 Baroness Woot*on of Abinger Chairman
| James Fisher Deputy Choirman

ir, Aubrey Buxton, M.C.

{ ;. Margaret Davies

| . George Howard

fre Elwyn Jones

n, Cecil H, King

i + William Lindsay, C.B.E.
:, ofessor O.R. McGregor

fr, Peter F, Shepheard

i , Edward Davies ;

\ld, C<M. Jones, O.B.E., J.P.

-'-..'rrevor Lewis ) Comrittee for Wales
: »tain HeR.H. Vaughan, R.N. J.P.) .

Hre M,F.B. Bell secratw
+ , JeRsBs Ferguson

¢ , T, Farmer

éra, M.B. Jones

"L‘I R' m

hre ReJdeSe HOOkvw
Mr. P.N. Allen

| . Yates (For item 14)
™ ¢ Minutes of the December 31 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman,

Month opsis

The Commission received nnd noted the monthly synopsis for Decenber, 1968,
( aper §/68/12).

~/53/120)
COMMITTEE FOR WALES

The Chairman welcomed the members of the Committee for Wales, adding that their
~-ter meetings would be taking place in the Principality.

Mrs, Davies gave nn oral report of the first meeting of the Committee for Wales.
e Commission noted that the Committee had decided to take time to work themselves
in, before considering delegation of functions and in the meantime simply to act in
Ancordance with their terms of reference, i.e. to help the Countryside Commiseion in

" elr work in Wales.

e Commission endorsed this decision and noted that the next meeting of the
mmittee would be in Aberystwyth, on April M.t 7w : ;

(s/2)
INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY
. Pumcin

s e Ll — g A Ky )2 ce S CHTENEE” At oy S DUy \SArgren) RNV ISRy | Rpoy
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The Commission decided to recommend to the Hinizter..that Mrs. Dower, whose °
current term of office was due to expire on October 8, 1969, ghould be re-
appointed for a further period of three years, and that Mr, Child, whose current
term of office was also due to expire on October 8, 1969, should be replaced on
the Committee.

The Commission noted that because of the recent roconstitution of the
Northumberland National Park Planning Committee, enlarging its functions and
renaming it as the Countryside and National Park Planning Committee, & further
place had been created on the Committee for a Ministerial membere The Commissic
decided to recommend to the Minister that Mr. W,F.P., Hugonin and Mr. K.R. Ashby
be appointed to fill two vacancies on the Committce (i,e. the one caused by the
replacement of Mr. Child end the one caused by the recent reconstitution)s Sho
either Mr. Hugonin or Mr. Ashby be unable to accept appointment the Commission
pgreed to put forward Mr. B. Worthington and the Hon. P.J.W. Fairfax as rescrves.

(ND/2/1/Pt.3)

(iii) Pembrokeshire Coast Park Planning Committee

The Commission received Paper C/493 giving brief details of present
mpbcrs and of candidates for the Pembrokeshire Coast Park Planning Committee.

The Commission decided to recommend to the Secretary of State for Wales
that Col. G.A. Jackson, whose present term of office wos due to expire in May,
1969, should be re-appointed to the Committee for a further period of three .
years, and that Mrs. R, Donnelly, whose current term of office was also due to
expire in May, 1969, should be replaced on the Committee by Captain Dillwyn Mile

(PC/2/1/Pt.3)

(iv) Brecon Beacons National Park Planning Committees

Te Commission received Paper C/494 giving brief details of present members and
of candidates of the Breconshire, Carmarthenshire and Monmouthshire, Parl: Planning
Committees and also of the Brecon Beacons Joint Advisory Committees

. The Commission cecided to recommend to the Scoretary of State for Wales the
re-appointment of those members of the above-mentioned Committee® whose current terms
of office were due to expire on May 25, 31, and June 1, 1969.

(BB/2/1/Pt.3)

(v)Yorkshire Dales (N.R.) Park Planning Committee

The Commission received Addendum 1 to Agenda CA/69/1 and agreed to make no
change in their recommendation of December 31, 1968 (Minute 80 refers).

AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

106, Mendips - Designation (Minute 3958)

The Commission received Paper A/970 being a report of the recent site inspectio
of the area made by the Deputy Chairman. They accepted the recommendations of the
Deputy Chairman and agrced that the office should discuss the proposed modifications
of the boundary and the Statement of Intentions with the County Planning Officers

(a8/27)

/North sessen
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C wniigdoans COURTRYSIDE COVMISSION ?’s

M=ndips: Propesed Designation

1. The Cemxoission will recell that, at their Octcber, 1947 mecting they decidel
to preceed towards the designation of an area included in the “"Hobhmune” Report
and known 8s the "Mendips". Minute 3958.

2. The area lies whclly within the County of Sormerset and, in response to our
approach to the Ceunty Council, we received for approval 15 a8 preliminary rap
showing the boundary suggested by the County Council and ii) the Council's
statezent of planning intentions (sce appendix).

Ares proposed for designation

3. The area shown in the preliminary pap covers the western part of the
Mendips - that is to say, the se.tion stretching froz Bleadon Fill in the west
to the A.39 main road from Bath to Wells, The area of the Mendips to the east
of this line, with thes exception of one very small area, has been excluded, The
draft boundory hes been well drawn in detail to include Blagdon Lake on the
north side of the Mendips, but excludes Chew Valley Lake, & large but attractive
reservoir supporting wild life.

It is considered that there may dbe justificaziion for including this lake
and the area of ccuntryside immediately ercund it., A site inspection, led oy
the Deputy Chairmen, has been conducted to judge, amongst othe; matters, whether
this area should be included.

Stetement ef Intent

L. ‘The statement of inient, outlines very briefly the Counly Council's intentions
towards preserving and enhencing the arez, It is considered, however, that it is
not nearly informative enough even if the County Council bave not yet had the time -
or resources to make a full survey and enalysis of the area. It compares very
unfavourably with stetements of Intent received for some other A,0.N.3. designs-
tions (e.g. Dedhan Vale and Wye Valley).

5. The Commission swote to the County Council on the 27th April 1968, advising
then that the Statement should outline the Council's future planning

objectives end policies, not only in the interests cof preserving the character
of the area but also for its enhancemcnt by positive sction, whether these would
attract grant eid or not.

6. 1In the circumstances it is considered that the best course will be to write
to the County Council again setting out the main headings urder which the
Connmission would like to see pmore detailed infortation on problems, objectives
and future actions which ere thought desireble for conserving and enhancing the
Mendips., Shegldld the Comnission feel thot the proposed designated area should be
enlarged to include Chew Valley Lake, the County will also be asked to agree to
this, and if they do, the revised statement of intent will have to be altered to
take this into account.

Next stage

7. After the Commission have reached a final decision on the proposed
boundaries and are satisfied with the statement of intentiors (eventually
following further consultstions with the County Ccuncil), the next procedural
stage will be for the County Ceuncil to underteke prelizimry consultetions with
the district councils and other interested bodies.

SAB/272
January 1969




id, Aprendix A to Faper 4970

Prorosed Vinding cres of outesanding mtural besuty

o0t : . s
E{l«. Statement of planning intentions received frono
3 Somerset County Council

1. The mrea suggested for designation a3 en "Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty"”
forme part of a larcer area already defined in the current County Development Plan
as being of Creat Landscepe Value, The Plan scts out the policies of the Local

» Sl ’
‘.é g/; G
_y "

.
il
AT 3,

b Plarning Authority for the control of development in such areas, ZIvery endeavour
b will be made by the Authority to exercise such powers tc conserve and enhance the
R neturel besuty of the Mendip Hills and %o make full use of the national

#- recognition of their lendscape quelity reflected ir the formal desipgnation %o

> qx achicve this objective.

55 2, The Locel Planning Authority cennot at this stage specify s detailed

{é progreamme of ony "positive action” they may wish to take in accordance with the
&, powers avoileble to them for the enhencement of natural beeuty - this will ecall fo.
ol & more comprehensive study of the area. The Flanring Authority appreciate,

f‘% however, that the Mendips have a considerable potential for the careful selection
Y of view points, The formetion of these view poirts, the creation of suitable

V% public eccess facilities and the provision of smell parking areas (as has been
Uyl done in the Sxmoor Mational Park and the Quantock Hills'srea of outstanding

"‘f patural beauty) are cll metters to which the Planning Autharlty will wish to give
AR early copsideration. The major probtler in relation to the conservation of the

Cgu naturcl beauty of the area concerned erises from existing and permitted

:3" quarrying activities. Othervise thc removal of a fev unsightly structures nmay

SR

need to be contemplated or their impact softened by suitable tree planting. The

)

:.f extension of the ¥.5 motorwny through part of the area suggested for designation

3 (the Lox Yeo Valley) has to be accepted and will necessitate careful attention

o to site treatment end landscape planting. The Local Plenning Authority would glv
s early consideration to these particular patters and would keep under review other

3
v

Tactions' facilitated by the designation,

P |

\!
oo
i

*
5y

cem/ea/i -ick
106, Mendips = Desimnation (Minute 3958)

-]
¥
-

‘:3-, The Cormissicn received Daper A/970 toing a repert of the recent site ianspecticn
lf“ | of the zrea made by the Deputy Chzirman., They accspted the reco:naadations.qf the
< i Deruty Chairman and agreed that the office should discuss the proposed mclifications
AR of the boundary and the Statesent of Intentions with the County Planning Cfficer.

B (a8/27)
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¢ CITIDZLE n/62
o COITIDE cr/63/5

COUNTRYSICE COXMISSION

yinutes of the rinth meeting of the Countryside Commissior held at 1, Cambridge Gote,
pegent's Park, London, M.".1. on muesday, June 3, 1969.

-—

2's
—————
The Baroness Tiootton of Abinger Clizirman
¥r. James Fisher Deputy Chairman.

Dr. Margaret Davies

Mr. George Eoward

8ir William Lindssy, C.3.L.
Professor (, R. LeGregor
kr., Peter F, Shepheard

Mr, Jack Longlend ¢

¥r. Y. F. B, Bell Secretary
¥r. J. R. B. Ferguson

Mrs., Y. B, Jones

Mr. R. Bush

Mr, D¢ T. "Mllcock

¥r. R. J. S. Eookway
Hr, L. J. Watsor
¥r. X. F. t1llen

Apolocias for absence were received from Mr, Buxton, Mr, Jones and Kr. King.

The Cormissior asked the Cheivnan to vrite to ¥r. King thanking him for his past
help, <

The mirutes of the peetinz of i'ey 6, 196C were avproved znd signed by the Chairman.

- 216. Matters Arisirz from the Vinutes

tinute 192

In response to o request from ilr, Longzlarnd, the Secretary geve o report on
pProgress cede by the Torking Party on the Voymol Estate. The Commission cndorsed the
Suggestions he nzé ncde regarding the presentation of the report of the Yorking Part)
by the Secretary of State to thc vrrious irterests concerred.

Lo 247,



They agreed that a grant of £10,000 should be recommended on the underste
that the res%aurant would be licenced and open to the public end that a propoz
of the sccommodation in the hostel adjoining should be availeble for the gener
public,

(sa/5/209) -
229, Services Use of Dartmoor (Vinute 207)

The Cheirman gave a report on her recent visit to Exeter with Mr. Buxton
Mr., Ferguson at which the services use of Dartmoor had been discussed with the
Dartmoor Park Planning Committee. The Commission noted the reply of the }Mini
Planning and Land to the Chairman's letter of May 6. They agreed that the Ch:
should now seek another meeting with Lord Waldegrave to discuss The maximum l¢
of lease which the Commission could countenence, the timing of the Commission
action, and the management of the publicity arising therefrom.

(on/1)
230. Exmoor - Purchase of Property by Somerset County Council

The Commission noted that the Clerk of the Somerset County Council had &
the Secretary outlining & proposal to purchase an estate in Exmoor, inoluding
Chains, which had recently come on to the market. The Commission endorsed th
Secretary's action in encournging the Somerset County Council to move towards
of the property. The Secrctary undertook to report pn the future progress.

AREAS OF QUTSTANDING NATURLL BEAUTY

' 231, Section 87 Designation: General Policy

The Comnission briefly discussed their general policy in relation to des
under Section 87. They agreed that it was desirable at an early date to revi
policy in the light of the general planning developments which had supervened
they had last considered the subject.

232, High Weald - Suggested New 4.0.N.,B. Designation

In view of their decision to review their generzl policy on Section 87
designations the Commission considered it inappropriate to reach a decision o
suggested designation put forward by the Clerk of the East Sussex County Coun
behalf of his Council and of the West Suasex, Kent and Surrey County Councils
the Hastings County Borough Council.

They agx;eed that the Clerk should be informed that they were reviewing t
designatién policy, and would be returning in due course to consideration of
proposel in the light of their conclusions. ‘

The Cormission then went on to discuss the merits of the proposed aree &
that & site visit be arranged in the summer of eutumn of 1969, emphasising ti
arrangements should be made on & confidential basis,.

(a1/55)

233, Mendips Designation (Minute 3958) y

The Commission considered paper A/1019 setting forth the staff's recomn
on the boundery proposals put forward by the Somerset County Council. The Crt
egreed with the recommendetions as set out in paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of the p

The same time they agreed that the statement of intent submitted by the Coun

was not satisfactory and directéd that the County Council should be informed
until a specific statement had been produced suggesting in concrete terms wh
proposed for the aree the Commission could not proceed further with designat:

Section B7.
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IN CONFIDENCE A/1019
COUNTRYSIDE COMMIS

Proposed Mendips Area of Outstanding Natural Besuty

At their February, 1969, meeting the Commission considered & report of the
survey party (Mr, Fisher, Mrs., Davies, Mr. Allen and Mr. Watson) which had
inspected the boundary put forward by the Somerset County Counpcil for the
proposed Mendips Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Minute :3958).

2., The Commission agreed generally with the area selected by w.# County Council
but, on the advice of the survey party, decided to suggest three amendments to
the Council:- : ) ;

(a) the exclusion of & small area to the west of Blagdon Lake which, the
Commission felt, should be left out because of recent housing
development; .

(B) the addition of a larger area inocluding Chew Valley Leske; and

(C) the addition of a small srea including the villages of Litton and
Chewton Mendip,. Lo :

3. The Clerk of the County Council has now replied confiming the County
Planning Committee's agreement to (B) and (C), but suggesting the exolusion of

a small part of area (B) oomprising Bishop Sutton village on the eastern side of
the lake which is said to be largely built up.

4. Regarding Aree (A) the County Planning Committee feel that “despite the
recent housing development referred to by the Commission..... the B

Rickford area is an attractive area close to Blagdon Lake which fully justified
its inoclusion in the area of outstanding naturel beauty". The Committee urge the
Coomission to retain the area within the boundary.

Recommendations

5. There seems to be some inconsistenoy in the County Planning Committee’s
desire to retain in the area to be designated the small developed area west of
Blagdon Lake in Area 4, but to leave out the mmall built-up area including Bishop
Sutton village.

6. The Commission visiting party did not actually see the new development at
Bishop Sutton Village (Area B), but it is suggested that the Commission should
agree to leave this out subject to the Council finding a suitable alternmative
boundary identifiable on the ground. :

7. It is suggested that the Commission should maintain theii- preference for
leaving out the newly developed area west of Blagdon (Area A), but with an
adjustment of the sltermative boundary so as to leave in the Riockford area.

Statement of Intentions

8. A copy of the Council's Statement of Intentions is re-circulated as
%ggendix 1 to this Peper, and the letter which was sent to the County Planning
fficer is at Appendix 2. The County Clerk's reply says that the County Planning
Committee "took the view that this was not the time to be more specifioc as was
pointed out in their dreft statement (Appendix 1) a more detailed programme of
/objectives

Y
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+,% : obJeotives needs to be precedsd by & comprehensive study of the ares Af end when
. Jesignation has been effected. For instance, the Comnittes say, the bridleway
<177 guggestion wollld entall an examination of defined rights of way and detailed
“'i" gurvey on the ground to establish possible routes before it oould reasonably be

. -adopted as an objective". . A
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9. ' Notwithstanding this explanation the present statement is unsatisfactory.
The vague references to public access facilities, viewpoints, eyesores, eto. are
inadequate, and the reference to quarrying problexs appearsto be misleading.
While it takes & long time to achieve agreemert to form & long distance footpath
there is no reason why the County Council should not declare at least their
intention to oarry out an early investigation as to its feasibility.

10. The Commission mey agree that, whilst the Council should be pressed to be
more explioit before the Commission reach, say, the advertisement stage, the
preparation of & more ocomprehensive and factual statement should not be allowed *
hold up the next stage of the procedure, i.e. the preliminary informal
oonsultations with the distriot oouncils and other interested bodies which the
County Council have agreed to undertake.:

(48/27) 21 May, 196 v T.F./N.P.A.
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[ CONFIDEWCE C/i/69/8
g S COUNTRYSIDE COMIISSION

ginutes of the twelfth meeting of the Countryside Commission heléd ct 1, Cambridge
wte, Regert's Park, london, N.W.1., on Tuesday, October 7, 1969.

PRESENT
The Baroness VWootton of Abinger Chairman
Mr. James Iisher Deputy Chairmon

Mr, Aubrey Buxton

Dr, Margaret Dovies

¥r. George Howard

8ir William Lindsay, C.B.Z.

Mr. Jack Longland ;
Professor O.R. McGregor b
Mr, Peter F. Shepheard

Mr, i.F.B. Bell Secretary

Mr. R.JeS. Fookway

Mr. R. Bush

Mr. M, VWeintroub

Mr. T. Farmer (For National Parlk Items)
Mrs. M.B. Jones (For Countryside Items)
e NoPo Allen ) (For Technir.) Itoms)

}k‘o Aol’\oco Phillips)

pologies for obsence were received from lir. Elwyn Jones,

Minutes of the meeting held on Auzust 5, 1969 ware approved and signed by the Chairman.

MATTZRS ARISING FROM THE MINUTZS

98+ Loke District - Proposed Afforestation Scheme nt Park Moss, Ulnin (Minute 286)

Mr. Longland asked whether a satisfactery arrangement, with rosard to this
Proposed afforestation scheme, had been achieved. The Secretary reported that
¥r, Macdonald had the matter in hend and would be meeting the Forestry Commission
Conservator shortly to discuss the matter. '

(cvar)
<N Honthly Synopsis for July 1969

(i) Item 2 - loke District, Brown Howe Estate, Coniston

The Cheirman inguired whether Finistry 'approval had yet been given to the

Lake District Beerd's pro i :
posal to acquire the land concerned, The Secretary
Teported that this had now been received, ) -

Mr, longland asked what the owner was intending to do wi
8ite and in marticular the hatoes o APV -_LA,,.,w}th- tl_le_.rosf of the
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32R. Dartmoor: Water for Plynouth and Scuth West Deven (Minote 727)

The Chnirman reported on her recent visit with the Deputy Chai=iaan to a
numbexr of the clternative sites for a new reservoir to serve Plymouth nnd South
West Deovon.

The Commission gpreed to inform the two water undertakings concorned that
they werc opposzd to any reservoir within the National Park, pressin; for & joint
scheme at Townleigh where North Devon could bo served too. A reservoir there
would be welcomed on amenity, landscape, and social prounds; it wwuld form a
focrl point for ancillary tourist developments in a develo uacnt oren,

They ggreed that the Devon County Council should be told thot the Commissisn
were opposc.d to reservoirs at Lee Mill, Curtismowle, and Wocdcourt,

AREAS OF OUTST.NDING NATUR.L BE.UTY

329. Proposed Mendip Hills Arca of Outstandins Motural Beouty |

The Cowumission cunsidered paper A/1046 being the revised statemcat of
plarning intent submitted by the Somerset County Council with roord to the
proposed Mendip lills arca of outstaniling natural beauty.

The Commission apreed to accept the statement in its reviscd form and to osk
the Somerset County Council to proceed with preliminary consultctions.

(:/27) 2
m AN
330. Chilterns 'Yyodlands Plan 8 1
AN

The Commission considered paper m outlining the r=in xints of the
Chilterns iodlands Plan prepared by the Forestry Commissioii, thc Duclinshamshire,
Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire County Councils., The Commission
agreed to cdiscuss this matter further with the Buckinghamshire County Zouncil
befcre takin:g any further action.

331 ?ropcse-:! Suffolk Cousts ond llcaths srens of Outstanding Natural Deauty

The C.mmission considerad pcper /1045 being a list of represcntntions which
had been received following the statutory public sdvertisement of the Commission's
intention to desigmate thc Suffolk Coosts ond Heoths areas of outstanling natural
beauty, t:ojether with comments by the Field Officer and East Suffoll: Couaty
Council on the sugpestions.

-The Commission agreed to accept the amendments suggest:d by Zust Suffolk

County Council nnd to outhorise the moking of the Suffolk Ciast ~nd deatis aroas
of OQutstanding Natural Beauty (Designation) Order, 1969. :

(an/25/3/2)
PLANNING STUDIZS

332, The W~sh Desk Study

The Commissi»n considercd paper C/611 being the contributicn of the
technical staff to this study. The Commission arrced to cecoupt hre Dunten's
OF Raw b omemt oo Eha: Bmmais: T - i ltn Bt S r s i o R D} 752 o {0 S e g B S S AN, B
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IN COIFIDENCE C/¥/70/5
COULARYSTIOE COMMISSION

Minutes of the nineteenth meeting of the Countryside Commission held at
1 Cambridge Gate, Legent's Park, Loncon, M.W.l, on Tuesday, May 5, 1970.

PRESINT:
Mr. Jolin Cripps, C.B.E. Cheirman
Mr. James Fisher Deputy Chairman

Mr. aAubrey Buxton

Dr. hargaret Davies

Mr. Elwyn Jones

Sir Villiam Lindsay, C.B.E. :
Mr. Jack Longland i
Profezsor O. R. VlcGregor

Mr. Pcter F. Shepheard

Mr. M. F. B. Bell Secretary to Commission

Mr. K. Ditchfield

Mr. E. Bush

Mr. M. Weintroub

Mr. H. Deadman Secretary to Committee for Wales

Mr. T. Farmer, M.B.E. (National Park, A4.0.N.B. and Development
Control Items 531-541)

Mrs. M. B, Jones (Countryside Items)

Mr. hA. a. C. Phillips (Research Items)

Mr. J. Davidson (Flarning Study Items)

Mr. J. Price (Pembrokeshire County Planning Officer
for Item 15)

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Howard.

The minutes of the meeting held on april 7, 1970 were approved and signed by the
Chairman subject to the awendmnent cf minute 497(i) to read ".....Mr. Howard
suggested that Frofessor rarston Fleming might be helpful',

L TOERS ARISING FRCH THx MINUTES

0.  Ninth Meoting of the Publicity Committce (Minute 499)

¥r. Bush reportcd that he had met representatives of the B.B.C. and other
interested bodies on April 8 to discuss the futurc planning of "The Archers'.
The Commission note¢d that he had suggested that several of the proposed
recreational developments in “ambridge!" should be brought together in the form of
& country park. The Commission agrced that br. Bush arrange a convenient date -
for Mr, Baseley to meet the Chairman and )r. Howard to discuss the Commission's
contribution to the future planning of "The Archers'.

(38/1)

* Peak District National Park - Proposed Extension of Boundary (Minute 508)

1




533

534,

3354
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of State had suggested the nanmes of lMr., Cecil John znd Misms Anne Phillips as
replacencnts and had asked for the Comnission's views cn Lis cuggestions.

The Commission agrecd that the Secretary of State be informed that they
agrecd his suggestion with regerd to Miss Phillips bul thet they now felt
strongly that kr. Barratt should continue to serve on the Committee, because this
wouléd significantly help his work as Dircctor of the Pembrokeshire Countryside
Unit. The note about Mr. Cecil John did not indicate that he had relevant
experience or qualification. Ix. Barratt wes guch valued as a member of the
Committee by both the County Council end the Cormmission. '

The Commission agreed that the policy memorandum on Ministerial appointments

should be re-circulatcd at their next meeting. They also asked that‘the
Chairman should recommend the candidete(s) whom he considered most suitable.

(PC/2/1/Ft.3)

Porbrokeshire Coast lational Park: Proposed Holiday Development at Freshwater
Ezst

The Commiscion cornsicered paper B/2285 outlining the Pembrokeshire County
Council's proposcd scheme for the devclopment of Freshwater East as a holiday
centre., lMr. J. Pricc, Pembrokeshire County Planning Officer attended the
meeting and explained in gotail his Council's proposals.

The Ceurmisvion agreed tc accept in rrinciplc for grant purposes the proposals
for the acguicition for access and clearing of eyesores on the teacnh and dune
arczs (shown green on the map displayed) ard also for Stage 1 of the car parking,
subject to the provision of detniled costings. The office was instructed to
inform the Welsh Office and Pembrokeshire County Council accordingly, also that
the Commission agresd the comprehensive development plan was reacy for
carsddipatis T - 7'Elic i ~uiry.

(D/8)

ARFAS OF QUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

Proposed lendip Hills Area cf Outstanding Natural Beauty

The Commission considered paper A/1096 being a summary of the suggestions
received by Somerset County Council following preliminary consultations with the
Dietrict Courncils and otler bodies concerned, together with comments by the
Somerset County Flanning Officer and the Commission's Field Advieser. The
Commission noted the reservations expressed by the National Farmers' Union but
agreced that these were irrelevant to designation of the area. .

The Cemmission cecided to endorse the recommencations of their Field Adviser,
and to defer consiceration of Section B of the paper until after the County
Planning Comnittee hzd met on June 22. p e

(4B/27)

Lincolnshire wolcs rroposet srea of Cutstanding hatural scauty {lhinutes 254 anu }

.ne commission consivered puver /1097 reing up-to-aate BlslEmENt ot
progress with this pProposale of iir. ricker's recomzendation the Lommission
ST A S S S T e e cn e il et e L S e md Y ar and e ReEert the
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Ii CONFIDENCE o/N/T0/7
COWTRYSIDE COJ4ISSION

Ninutes of the twenty-firet meeting of the Countryside Commission held
at 1 Cambridg: Gate, Regent's Park, London; N.W/.1. on Tuesday, July 7, 1970.

PRESENT:
¥r. John Cripps, C.B.E. Chairman
jr, James Fisher Deputy Chairman

¥r. Aubrey Buxton

Ir. Hargarzt Davies

¥r. George Howard

¥r, Elwyn Jones

84r William Lindsay, C.B.E.
8ir Jack Longland

Profsszor O.R.)icGregor

Ir. Pﬂter F. Shepheard

¥r. N,F. B, Bell Secretary to Commission

¥r, R. Ditchficld

¥r. R, Bush

Kr. ¥. Weintroudb

Mr. u. Deadnan, C,B.E. Secretary to Committce for
Hales

N, Ao A, G Phﬂlips; (For Research and

¥iss G. Runniclas Experimental Items)

¥r, J, Davidson ) (Por Planning Studies and

Mr, J. Zatter ) Techniques Itams)

¥r, T. Farmer, H.B.E.g (Por ..0.N,B, and

¥r, N. P, Allen Development Control Items)

.r. L. Je Vatson éFor AOOQN.B. ItQmS)

Nrs, ), B, Jones For Countryside and

Section 5 Items)

The Chairman expressed the Commission's pleasure at having Mr,
James Fisher at the meeting.

The Chairman ocpgrotulated.Sir Jack Longland on Ris kmighthood.

: At Mr, Fisher's sugestion, the Commission agrsed that their
tongratulations should be conveyed to Sir Frank Fraser Darling on
Teceiving his recent honour,

Th: Comnission also agread that Dr. Davies convey their
Songratulations tw Sir John MacWillian on recciving his knighthood when
;ﬁ;yaaw him at the meating of the Countryside Commission for Scotland on

L" Dinutes of the mesting held on June 2, 1970 were approved and signed
Y% the Chairman, :



r———_——_

- 7 e
595. Mid Vial.s Land Use Strategy - Pilot Report

The Commissiun noted that the “Jalsh Offics had asked for
their comments on the above report, Thay considered paper
C/788 descriding the secticns of the report of interast
then and containing reccamendations abuut the comnsnts that
shculd bz mads in reply tc the consultation. The Cumnission
accepted the recommendati.ns subject to deleticn of the sentenoe
in peragraph 3 about the enploymsnt provided by forestry.

They noted, hswever, that the prodlim of declining farning
in upland areas was a general ona which wus likely tc ba aggrava=-
ted by eantry into ths Eurcopesan Common Markst. They considered
that this problem was becuming urgent and that the Conmission should
take the lzad in formulating a policy. They asked officers to
consider how the subject should be tackled and to bgiaf tha Chairmen

¥ an2 Mr, Howard in tims for the Harrogete conferenc. on "The
Chanzging Uplands",
(26/2)

»REAS OF OUTSTANDIMG N..TUR.L BEAUTY

596, Propcsad Mendip Hills Arec of Outstonding Natural Beauty
tl:linute 53&;;

The Commission received paper ./1112 outlining reprasentati-
~ns pace on the draft boundary and including the County Flannming
Committae' comments and &ecisimns, together with conmunts by
Mr, N. P, 4llen on tha N.F.U's cbjscticn, Mrs, Davies said that
the N.F.U's objection was ill-founded and was characteristic of
the Unicn's general lack of sympathy for the Commissin's ains,
Mr. Elwyn J:nes pointed cut that cne purpose of designution was
t- provide a basis for strictor planning control, which wos one
of the things worrying farmers, and ha thought it would be right

\ frankly to acknowledze thot purposa.

The Comnission agreed, thatboefore procecling further towards
dcsignation the Chairman should discuss with N.F.U. repres.ntatives
the inmplicatiuns of the proposed Gesignation and try to allay their
f.ars.

’B/27)
597« Prusosed North Wessex Downs area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

The Commission noted that the three County Ccuncils cuncernmed
hed now completed their prelininary consultations with District
Czuncils and other bodies. gunnary of the sugzesticns recaivad
by them, and comments of the three Ccunty Planning Officers and
th2 Comnissicnts Fisld Jidviser, verv bafore the Commission as

paper ./1115.

The Coomission ggreed to accept the reccmmendatizns of
their Field Adviscr as oxplained in the poper anc authorised the
y office tc proceed to statutory consultati.ns and advertisenvnt

b R e S A
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"IN CONFIDENCE cM/71/2

COUNTRYSITE COMMISSION A

Minutes of the 27th Meeting of the Countryside Commission held at 1 Cambrldge (
Regent's Park,; London NWl on Tuesday 2 February 1971.

PRESENT: Sl i

Hr John Cripps CEE ; Chairman
¥r Aubrey Buxton '

Dr Margaret Davies

Mr CGeorge Howard

Mr Elwyn Jones

Professor O R )(cGregor

Mr Peter Shepheard

Alderman Tudor E Watkins .

Mr ¥ F B Bell Secretary to Commission

Mr R Bush - i )
. Mr R Ditchfield
Mr H Deadman CEE Secretary to Committee for Wales
Mr A A C Phillips: - .
Mr N P Allen

‘Mr T Farmer MEE
Mr WE P Gibbon
;. Mrs X B Jones
5. Mr R Woolmore

m-rM'w
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

A B N N TE T O T W . e

Apologies for absence were received from Sir William Linfisay and Sir Jack Longl
NINUTES OF THE HEETIN_(-} HELD ON 5 JANUARY 1971

N - > : '\ .
: The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman subje
- to the amendment of minute 737 to read "... he favoured concentratmg on the
. Reading to Oxford stretch ...".

: MATTERS ARISING

..

. 758 COASTAL REPORTS LEAFLET (MINUTE 730)

o _~",~'.l‘he Chairman auggested, and the Commiasion agreed that the leaflet to be produc
ER .  sunmarising the main recommendations contained in the coastal reports should be
* circulated to all members of Parliament.

. 759 REVIEW OF NATIONAL PARK OBJECTIVES (wNUTE 732)

o9 oY 5"

. The Chairman referred to his proposal that a more limited review of National Pa
¢ ob;ectzves should be carried out by the Commission than was originally envisage
_.A péper had been tabled suggesting that the review should be a dialogue with
.-l,tlonal Park guthorities and be conducted by a member of the Commission with
rom Commission staff, The Chairman said that Sir Jack Longla.nd wéuld
3 :ﬁi;ng {o ‘take on the ta.ak af the Commsaion were a.greeable. %y

SO I T T, TN SRS R M N8 s DLt




of the Roskill Commission from interested parties by the end of February; zand in
view of this he asked whether the Commission would be prepared to delegate the jol
of forwarding comments to the Office in consultation with the Chairman and perhapt
Mr Buxton, The Chairman said that the Commission would prefer to see thes drafi
of their comments and suggested that the Department be told that it would not be
possible for the Commission's comments to be available until after the next
meeting on 2 March.

The Commission agreed that a draft submission ghould be circulated to members for
consideration at the next meeting; if it emerged that the Depariment couli not
wait until March 3, the draft should be approved by the Chairman in consultation-*
with Mr Buxton.

NATIONAL PARKS

776 LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK: PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF BLAWITH FELLS
TO SECURE PUBLIC ACCESS

The Commission received paper 71/12 outlining the proposals of the Lake District
Planning Board for the acguisition of Blawith Fells for public access, tcgether
with a report of the site visit made by Mr Woolmore. The Commission noted that
the Lake District Planning Board were anxious not to lose the opportunity to
Becure for public access this large and important area of'open country near
Coniston Water. They agreed to recommend payment of exchequer grant towards the
expenditure incurred by the Board in acquiring the land. '

(aT/53)

777 NORTHUMEERLAND PARK PLANNING AND COUNTRYSIDE COMMITTEE:
MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS '

The Commission noted that the Secretary of State had reappointed ¥r Hackett to

the above Committee, but that Lord Sandford had asked the Commission to reconsider
their recommendation of Mr Fairfax as a replacement for Mr Gardener, because

¥r Fairfax's interests appeared to be more local than national. He had also
suggested that it would be helpful in all such cases if the Jecretary of State
could be provided with the names of two or three suitable candidates from whom to
choose.

The Commission agreed to reaffirm their recommendation of Mr Fairfax and to
suggest the names of Mr A G Mclellan and Mr Robert Smith as alternatives.

(ND/2/1 Part B)
AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL EEAUTY
778 PROPOSED MENDIP HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL EEAUTY

The Commission noted that statutory consultations with the local authorities

whose areas would be affected by the designation of the Mendip Hills area of
outstanding natural beauty had now been completed. The Commission considered,
paper 71/19 reporting the outcome of these consultations, agreed with the
recommendations of Nr Allen, and authorised the office to proceed to the next
stage of the designation procedure, namely public advertisement of their intention
to designate the area.

(3/24) o I
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IN CONFIDENCE cM/11/10

COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION

Minutes of the thirty fifth meeting of the Countryside Commission held
at 1 Cambridge Gate, Regent's Park, London N W 1, on Tuesday,
2nd November 1971.

PRESENT :
Mr John Cripps CEE Chairman
Mr Robin Herbert Deputy Chairman

Dr Margaret Davies

Mr George Howard

Mr Brian Hubbard

Mr Stanley P Johnson

Sir Jack Longland ;
Prof O R McGregor Y
Ald Tudor E Watkins

Mr R J S Hookway Director

Mr R G Brown

Mr A A C Phillips

Mr H Deadman CEE Secretary to Committee for Wales
Mr Bush

Mr M Weintroub
Mr T Farmer MBE
Mr P Allen

Mrs M B Jones
Mr A A Macdonald
Mr J M Davidson
Mr J Anfield

Mr T Millar

for appropriate items.

vvvvvvvv

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE : were received from Mr Buxton and Mr Colman.



1m6 .

1007.

1008.

1009.

March 1974, to coincide with his appointment to the PPC; that
Dr Farrer and Mr Dunston Adams be appointed for a period
expiring in March 1975 to coincide with their appointment to
the PPC,

(¥n/2/1/Pt 6)
PEAX PARK PLANNING BOARD - MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS

The Chairman proposed ‘and the Commission agreed to recommend the a poin
of Mrs Judith Riley, M.A, MSc, to fill the vacancy on the Peak Par
Planning Board, with Mr William Kenneth Wilde, as an alternative.

Prof McGregor suggested that an attempt should be made to secure more
female representation on Park Planning Authorities through the
Ministerial appointment. The Commission were favourably disposed to
this suggestion and agreed that appropriate women's organisations

(e.g Womens Institute) should be included in the revised list of bodies
to be consulted.

AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
PROPOSED DESIGNATION: LINCOLNSHIRE WOLDS A.0.N.B. (MINUTE 913)

The Commission noted that Lindsey County Council had now completed
informal, preliminary consultations with local district councils and
other bodies interested in the proposed designation. They also received
paper 71/166 summarising the results of these consultations with
recommendations for the area and boundary on which statutory consultatio
should be carried out.

The Commission agreed to proceed to statutory consultation on the basis
of -the recommendations contained in paper T71/166.
(48/73/B)

PROPOSED NORTH WESSEX DOWNS A.0.N.B.

The Commission noted that statutory public advertisement of their intenti
to designate the North Wessex Downs area of outstanding natural beauty ha
now been completed. They noted paper 71/187 summarising representations

The Commission hggeed to the making and submitting of the North Wessex
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Designation) Order 1971, on
the basis of the recommendations contained in paper T71/187.

(v/34)
PROPOSED MENDIP HILLS A.0.N.B.

The Commission noted that statutory public advertisement of their
intention to designate the Mendip Hills area of outstanding natural

beauty had now been completed. They received paper 71/186 summarising
representations received as a result of public advertisement together
with their officer's recommendations concerning suggested boundary changes

The Commission agreed to the making and submitting of the Mendip Hills Are
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Designation) Order, 1971, on the basis of %
recommendations contained in paper 71/186.

(v/64) ‘
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