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1009. FROPOSED MENDIP HILLS A.0.K.B.

-l e g

The Commission noted that statutory public advertisement of their
intention to designate the Mendip Hille area of outstanding natural

beauty had now been completed. They received paper 71/186 summarising
representations received as a result of public advertisement together

with their officer's recommendations concerning suggested boundary changes.

s S et B e A E m— e 2¥
Sl T :v—é:-'—..:,:‘

The Commigsion agreed to the making and submitting of the Mendip Hills Area

of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Designation) Order, 1971, on the basis of the
recommendations contained in paper 71/186.

(v/64) i

-
cmm——r * ..

eMm /= /w =1028
1028, PROPOSED MENDIP HILLS AONB (Minute 1009) '

1 The Chairman reported that after the November meeting he had agreed, on
behalf of the Commission, to accedd to the request from the qéndips Society,

CPRE and Ramblers' Association for a site meeting to discuss puggested

boundary alterations, The Deputy Chairman and Mr Jehnson would accompany

him,
)
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596, Fogosad Mendip Hills Area of Jutstanding Fatural Besuty
kEinute 53

The Comnission received peper //1112 outlining representatiw
==& made on the draft boundary and includins the County Planning
Conmittee' corments and Gacisinns, together ~ith comments by
¥r, N, P, Llien on tha N.F.U's cbjection, Mrx, Davies said that
the N,F.U's objeotion was ill-founded and was :.ha.rsctcr%atio of o
the Unicn's general lack of sympathy for the Commission's ains,
Mr, Elwyn Jones pointed cut that cne purpose of deaign'ntion was
tc provide a basis Tor strictor.planning contrnl, whicn wes one
of the things worrying farmers, and he thought it would be right
t frankly to acknowledge thet purpose,.

The Commission ggreed, thatbefore prooceling further ¢ nrdu
dosignation the Chairman should discuss with N,F.U. representatives
the inplicatiuns of the proposed designation and try lto alley thedir
faars, '

(s8/27)

yS3l P4 Proposed Mendip Hills Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty

The Commission considered paper A/1096 being a summary of the suggestions
.. Teceived by Comerset County Council following prelimirary consultations with the
-, District Councils and other bodies concerned, together with comments by the
. Somerset County Planning Officer and the Commission's Field Adviser. The
Commission noted the reservations expressed by the National Farmers' Union but
,‘;L agreed that these were irrelevant to denignation of the arca.

3l
'23: The Commission decided to endorse the reconmendations of ¢
L7 and to defer consideration of Section B of the

3% Planning Committee had met on June 22.

:%%L (aB/27)

L8 ST ERELS| Ve

ol T

heir Field Adviser,
paper until after the County
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- Countryside

ik MINUTES OF THE 179TH MEETING OF THE COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION HELD AT 10.30AM ON
ik THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY AT THE MUNICIPAL OFFICES, CHELTENHAM

Present: Sir Derek Barber (Chairman)
F Mr Robin Dower

Dr Bryn Green
Mr Antony Jarvis

L

h Lady Kirk

E; Mr Gerard Morgan—-Grenville
& Mr John Parfitt
b Mr John Quicke

Mrs Dorothea Raikes
Mr Mark Schreiber

Committee for Wales (in attendance for item M87/5 onwards)

Mrs G Davies

Dr N Evans

Mr T Jones

Mr K Mascetti ;
Mr R Powell '
Cllr R Reed

::; Officers in Attendance:

Mr Adrian Phillips (Director)

Mr Michael Kirby (Assistant Director Regionms)

Mr Roger Clarke (Assistant Director Policy)

Mr John Thomson (Principal Finance & Establishments officer)
Mr Michael Burchell (Secretary & Programme Planning officer)
Mr Martin Fitton (Principal Officer, Wales)

Mr Calvin Pugsley (Head of Communications Branch)

Miss Heather Danson (Secretariat)

-~

MB6/119 6th para delete "Mr Schreiber questioned.....the extent
of RDAs"

replace with: “Mr Schreiber felt that this might lead to
undesirable duplication if central government finance was
i{nvolved. An extension of RDAs would be preferable. He
had no objection however to local authorities using their
own resources for this purpose.” ~

Sth para insert after "issues in its report”

"Mr Schreiber expressed the view that the approach to
agricultural land had now come full circle. Previously,
the concern had been to protect land for agriculture; more
recently to protect land from agriculture; and now again to
protect land for agriculture.”







Countryside =~ ™ ¢//~.
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MENDIPS AONB MINOR BOUNDARY REVIEW 87/12

1. The Mendips Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was formally designated
in 1972 and confirmed in the same year. The present boundary i{s anomalous
in three respects and the local authorities have asked the Commission to
make appropriate changes. The anomalies are: )

{. on the edge of the designated area where, for convenience,
the boundary follows roads, notably the A368 along much of
the northern boundary and the A371 along much of the
southern boundary. Many of the more important Mendip
settlements lie along these roads and are divided by the
AONB boundary;

{1. in the Winscombe and Shipham area where land of AONB quality
was excluded from the designated area, as in the early 1970s
Winscombe was considered to have potential for major growth
to meet overall housing needs in Avon. Now a mu.h smaller
overall level of growth is anticipated and the approved
Structure Plan for Avon has identified more appropriate
locations for this growth; \

iii. at Blagdon where a small area in the centre of t;§ settlement
was excluded from the statutory designation to allow for growth.
This {s inconsistent as many similar settlements were included
wholly in the AONB.

2. Proposals have been put to the Commission by Avon and Somerset County
Councils who have considered the boundary in detail in the context
of the Mendip Hills Local Plan - a statutory plan for the designated area
jointly prepared by the two Authorities to provide strategic planning
and management guidance. In addition, boundary changes {n the Wells arca
have been proposed by Mendip District Council in the context of the Wells

Local Plan.

3. The proposals by the three local authorities have recelved wide publicity
through the local plan process and the views of the public and interested
organisations have been sought. It has been agreed with the local
authorities that this consultation would meet the Commission's
requirements for informal public consultation which is normally part of
any boundary review exercise. The Department of the Envirnonment Regional
Office has also endorsed this procedure.

The Progosals

4. Maps at the scale of 1:25,000, with 1:10,000 inserts of the settlements,
will be available at the Commission meeting. These will show the
boundary of the present designated area and the changes suggested by
Avnn and Somerset County Councils in the Mendip Hills Local Plan and
by Mendip District Council in the Wells Local Plan. The schedule attached
to this paper sets out the views of the public and {nterested
organisations on the proposals and an assessment by Commission officers
with recommendations where appropriate. There were B4 respondants %o the
boundary review issue in the Mendip Hills Local Plan and 7 respondants
to the boundary review lssue in the Wells Local Plan. .




) T



vi.Chewton Mendip

vii. Wells

viii. Wookey Hole

iv.Westbury~
Sub-Mendip

x.Rodney Stoke

xi.Draycott

xii.Cheddar

a. land adjoining
Fairlands
School

The proposed change would exclude all of this
delightful Mendip village. Officers recommend it
remains in the AONB.

The proposed change would bring into the designated
area land on the lower scarp comprising mainly
parkland. While abutting the built up area the land
is of high visual quality and the proposed alteration
is sensible. The proposal is supported by the Parish
Council, the Mendip Society and two individuals. Ome
letter of objection has been received from speculative
developers over one small field. Officers endorse the
change.

The proposed change would exclude the upper part of
the village and the commercial development of Wookey
Hole. No specific representations were received.
Officers endorse the change. '
|

The proposed changes involve excluding the development
on the north side of the A371. This deletion follows
from the policy to completely remove from the AONB
villages on the boundary whose character does not
justify the designation. Officers endorse this change.
Also proposed is an addition at the foot of the scarp
at the west end of the village between a minor road
and the A371. This land is marred by nearby
development and officers do not feel designation is
justified. One representation was received (see
Schedule - 12).

The proposed exclusions are minor and involve drawing
the boundary tightly around the back of the
hereditaments at the foot of the scarp to exclude the
whole of the village. One specific representation
has been received arguing against deletion. Officers
endorse the change.

The proposed additions are minor and fnvolve drawing
the boundary tightly around the hereditaments at the
foot of the scarp. One specific representation was
received seeking removal of land from the existing
designated area for development purposes for which
officers see no justification in landscape terms
(see Schedule - 88).

The proposed addition is amply justified by the
quality of the landscape. Officers endorse this
change.







MB7/15
MA

{v. Mendips AONB Minor Boundary Review (CP 87/12)

Mr Kirby advised the Commission of a minor change to the proposed

Mendips AONB boundary taking out & small area of land gsouth of the

:illzge of Winscombe which the local authority had allocated for
ousing.

M87/15 iv Mendips AONB Minor Boundary Review (CP 87/12)

MA

There are no further developments tO report.
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' MINUTES OF THE 183RD MEETING OF THE COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION HELD AT 10.30AM ON
| THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER 1987, AT JOHN DOWER HOUSE, CHELTENHAM

-4

% Present: Sir Derek Barber (Chairman)
L? Mr Robin Dower

-{f A Mr John Evans

0z . Professor Bryn Green

T Mr Antony Jarvis

15 Mr John Parfitt

8% . Mr John Quicke

,~£ - Mr Mark Schreiber

e ooemee—

. 'The Chairman welcomed ¢h® Mrs Rachel Thomas who was attending her first
E' meeting as a newly-appointed Commissioner. He also welcomed Mrs Cynthia
. -Stephens from the Personnel Unit, Miss Linda Lines, the Commission's auditor,
. Mr David Brooke from the Conservation Branch and Miss Stella Breeze from the
Birmingham Office to the meeting as observers.

.. Apologies were received from Mr Meuric Rees, who was unable to attend the
.- meeting.

. AT ey
-~

'MINUTES OF THE JUNE MEETING

-

F,,sll'he Commission approved the minutes with the following amendments:

'_q MB7/19 3rd paragﬁph last sentence:

lé[ Insert: before the words " ..Commissioners had.."
"at the informal meeting,"

tf-HBHSB lst paragraph last sentence:
P . Delete: tﬁe word "finding"

k’-i}w?l& lst paragraph first sentence:

Delete: the word "as"
.o . Replace with "on"

; MATTERS ARISING

' M86/101 Undergrounding Electricity Lines

The Chaiirman informed Commissioners that he had written to Lord
Montague and had received a favourable response. Mr Clarke and

% Earl of Swinton
T Mrs Rachel Thomas !
3 ,
o
c:‘; Officers in attendance:
Y S5
&3|“-_: Mr Adrian Phillips (Director) .
N. Mr Roger Clarke (Assistant -Director;-Poiicy)
X Mr Michael Kirby (Assistant Director, Regions)
%) Mr Michael Burchell (Secretary & Programme Plannin ‘Officer)
" Mr John Thomson . (Principal Finance & Establishdents Officer)
“ : Mr Calvin Pugsley (Head of Communications Branch)
E. Miss Heather Danson (Secretariat) .
(Al |
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MENDIP HILLS AONB MINOR BOUNDARY REVIEW
FORMAL CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGFS

1. At its February meeting, ct+ Commission considered proposals for
boundary changes to the Mendip Hills AONB. It considered proposals Ln the
light of changes recommended in the Mendip Hills draft local plan and in the
Wells draft local plan; in the light of the views of the District Councils,
Parish Councils, interested organisations and individuals on the changes
recommended in the draft local plans; and in the light of an appraisal by
Commission staff.

2. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of officegé and agreed to
proceed with the formal stages of the review.

3. As required under Section 87(2) of the National Parks and Access to
the Countryside Act 1949, the six local authoritins affected by the proposed
Variation Order have been formally consulted.

4o At the time of drafting this paper three of the Committees had yet to
consider the matter. In these cases this report sets out the officer
recommendations and the Committees' decisions will be reported to the
Commission at its meceting.

Response to Formal Consultation

* Avon County Council )

Somerset County Council ) Support the Commission's
* Wansdyke District Council ) proposals without
* Sedgemoor District Council ) modification

Woodspring District Council Supports the proposed

amendments to the boundary
at Bleadon, Banwell,
Churchill and Blagdon.
Objects to the proposed
"drawing in" of rhe AONB
boundary at Winscombe

Mendip Discrict Council Supports the Commission's
proposals. However, officers
of the local authority have
since suggested three very
minor changes in the area of
Underwood Quarry, Wells, as
i{llustrated on the attached
map

* Conmittee recommendation






87/70

to stabilise, quite apart from the environmental reason,

nor should it continue to meet the bulk of development

pressure in the area because it is the larger village.

The cunmulative effect of the objection sites would completely
swamp the existing village resulting in it almost doubling its
size while the scale of the largest objection site is, on

its own, completely out of character. There are also particular
landscape reasons why each of the three other sites are
unsuitable as well as the additional danger that the smaller
sites ie The Lynch and Mooseheart, if allowed, would put

pressure on the release of similar peripheral sites which could then
have a cumulative effect on the landscape. Tt should be noted
that the Avon Structure Plan does not expect a substantial
contributisn to the housing needs of the County to ba :ade by

the villages and its alteration, although not relevdnt to

this Inquiry, reinforces this policy."

9. In his concluding remarks he said:

'"20.5 The residential and transport aspects were the most
contentious and I have taken the view that the Local Plan
has adhered to the Operational Structure Plan Policies
with regard to targets and distribution of housing...ase..
The first Alteration to the Structure Plan was not a
topic for debate at the Inquiry but it is of interest

to note that it is not proposed to increase the
contribution to the distribution of housing need

required from the rural parts of the COUNtYeeeesnnsnanss

20.6 I have also taken into account the significance

of the designation of the Area of Natural Beauty to the
Local Plan and my recommendations are heavily biased
towards ensuring that it is kept intact and that the
transition from countryside to built-up area is one

of harmony rather than intrusione..ess.”

Mendip DC Response

10, The proposals of Mendips District Council officers over the boundary in
the Underwood Quarry area have been considered on site and are regarded as
sensible.

Recommendations

Winscombe area

11. At the informal consultation stage, the Commission's proposals in the
Winscombe area received wide support. Only Woodspring District Council and
development interests were in opposition. In the view of officers, the case
for not “drawing in'" the boundary at Winscombe has not been made.

Accordingly, the Commission is recommended not to amend the boundary, which
was the subject of formal consultation with the local authorities.
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MINUTES OF THE 187TH MEETING OF THE COUNTRYSIDE COMMISSION HELD AT 10.30AM ON
THURSDAY 2 JUNE 1988, AT JOHN DOWER HOUSE, CHELTENHAM.

Present: Sir Derek Barber (Chairman)
Mr Robin Dower
Mr John Evans
Professor Bryn Green
Mrs Merylyn Hedger
Mr Antony Jarvis
Mr John Parfitt
Mr John Quicke
Mr Mark Schreiber
Earl of Swinton
Mrs Rachel Thomas

Officers in attendance:

Mr Adrian Phillips (Director)

Mr Roger Clarke (Assistant Director, Policy)

Mr Michael Kirby (Assistant Director, Regions)

Mr Michael Burchell (Secretary & Programme Planning Officer)

Mr John Thomson (Principal Finance & Establishments Officer)
Mr Martin Fitton (Chief Officer, Wales)

Mr Calvin Pugsley (Head of Communications Branch)

Miss Heather Danson (Secretariat)

Apologies were received from Mr Meuric Rees who was unable to attend the
nmeeting. :

MINUTES OF THE APRIL MEETING
The Commission approved the tabléd amendment to the April minutes.

The minutes were signed as a true record.

The Chairman welcomed the following members of staff to the meeting as
observers:

Mr Iwan Huws - Assistant Countryside Officer, Office for Wales

Miss Jane Coulson - Executive Officer, Yorkshire and Humberside Region

Mr Bernard Cleary - an Australian visitor working with the Conservation
Branch.

The Chairman informed the Commission that Mr Francis Ritchie, a former member
of the National Parks Commission, was seriously ill. The Commission asked the
Chairman to write to Mr Ritchie conveying their concern at this news.

The Chairman pointed out that the Actiod Folder paper on City Forests would be
taken at the August Commission meeting.
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MEDIP HILLS AONB — MINOR BOUNDARY REVLEW
RESULTS OF FORMAL CONSULTATION

lg:roduction

1. At lts meeting in October 1987 the Commission decided to proceed with the
public advertlsement stage of formal consultation on the Mendip Hills AONB
Miaor Feview (CP 87/70). This followed consideration of the formal response
of the local authorities. :

2. As required under Section 87(2) of the National Parks and Access to

the Countryside Act '949 notices were placed in the London Gazette on 1
Februarv 1988 and ‘n several local weekly and daily priced newspapers during
e+~ ‘uilowing week. Copies of the proposed Order, the map referred to therein
and an explanatory statcment were placed on public display between 1 February
and 21 March at the Commission's offices in Bristol and Cheltenham, and in the
Chief Executives' offices of Somerset and Avon County Counc}ls. as well as
those of the affected District Councils. The notices indicated that
representations were to be received in Bristol by 21 March 1988. This map and
notices will be displayed at the meeting, together with the file of
representations.

3. The purpose of this paper is:
a. to review the representations received;

b. on the basis of the review to recommend no change to the Order
agreed at the Commission's meeting in November 1987;

c. to recommend that the Chairman and the Director are authorised to

sign and seal the Variation Order for submission to the Secretary of
State.

The Response to the Statutory Advertisement

4. Thirteen representations were received, mainly from interested
individuals, but also from organisations in the Winscombe area. Woodspring
District Council restated their support for the changes at Bleadon, Banwell,
Churchill and Blagdon, but have also restated their objection at Winscombe to
the 'drawing-in' of the boundary to coincide with the agreed development
control limits to the village. One new objection has been received from a
landowner at Winscombe. Eleven representations support specific or general
boundary changes, three of these contain objections to specific changes along
the southern boundary, or suggest that more land shall be included. The
representations are summarised at Annex 1. One further objection 'regrets
the changes' but without giving grounds.

Assessment

S. The Commission will recall that it has the support of Avon and

Semerset County Councils, and all District Councils on all proposed
alterations, except at Winscombe. The earlier informal consultatlon exercise,
through the medium of consultation on the Mendip Hills Local Plan produced a
wide measure of support, especially from the general public and local







WA —
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Conclusion

10. No new factors of substance have emerged during the formal consultation
exercise, which require a change from the boundary proposed by the
Commission. These proposed boundary changes have received a wide measure of
support, and follow the Commission's policles for reviewing AONB boundaries.
They are supported by the local authorities, except at Winscombe where
Woodspring District Council maintain their objection but where the proposed
boundary is supported by the local community.

Recommendation

1. In the light of the representations received and officers' assessment
of them, the Commission is recommended to make no. changes to the Variation
Order considered at its meeting in November 1987.

12. The Commission is further recommended to authorise the Director and
Chairman to sign and seal the Variation Order for submissioh to the Secretary

of State.

13. In coming to his decision on whether or not to confirm the Order, with
or without modification, the Secretary of State will have copies of all the
outstanding objections.

MB8/48 MENDIPS AONB BOUNDARY REVIEW (Ccp £8/39)

Mr R Woolmore in attendance)

The Commission endorsed the recommendations in the paper and the
Chairman and the Director signed the Variation Order for
submission to the Secretary of State.

May 1988
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