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The Mendip Hills AONB Partnership
The Mendip Hills AONB Partnership brings together organisations to provide a strategic and coordinated lead for the protection and enhancement of the AONB. Approximately 20 of the key organisations that have a direct impact on the area meet twice a year, in March and November, to ensure the delivery of the Partnership's statutory management plan and delivery plan and to discuss wider issues. 

The Mendip Hills AONB
This is one of England’s most special places – the limestone Mendip Hills with the lakes of the Chew Valley is a stunning landscape of steep slopes and undulating plateau punctuated by spectacular gorges and rocky outcrops. On the hilltops there are hundreds of ancient monuments, whilst on steeper slopes flower rich grasslands and wooded combes offer varied habitats for a wide variety of wildlife.


In recognition of its special qualities the area has been designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The AONB covers 198sq km, five local authorities and has significant sections under the ownership of the National Trust, Wildlife Trusts and large estates.


Requirements of the Chairperson
The Chair is an ambassador for the Mendip Hills AONB Partnership – able to represent the Partnership at a high level, make connections and spot opportunities to assist in developing/delivering the statutory AONB management plan and securing its long term legacy.

The role requires a commitment to serve a 2 year term.
The Partnership can offer reasonable expenses for travel and subsistence.
The Partnership Chair is a person who;

· has presence with good communication and energising skills

· has a passion for the Mendip Hills and is respected as an individual in a relevant area of interest – (eg. landscape/heritage/health and wellbeing) and able to influence others in the area

· is aware of current issues that affect the Mendip Hills landscape

· is non-partisan, an advocate, politically aware and diplomatic, able to work with and support the AONB Unit, having excellent interpersonal skills and able to be flexible 

· is able to chair meetings of diverse membership

· feels comfortable leading a partnership

· is a confident and capable communicator with broadcast and other types of media

Essential
Chair a minimum of 2 Partnership meetings per year.
Attend a minimum of 2/4 Officer Support Group (OSG) meetings per year.
Prepare a foreword for the Annual Review.
Involves the vice-chair so that they are in a position to act if the chair is not available.
Attend the Lead Officers and Chairpersons Meeting in November.

Desirable
Attend the National Association for AONBs Conference in July.
Represent the Mendip Hills AONB Partnership at key public events.

Requirements of the Vice-Chairperson
Where the chair is absent from any meeting or there is at the time a vacancy in the office of the chair, the vice-chair is to act as chair for the AONB Partnership.

The above Chair person's requirements apply to the role of vice-chair and they will be expected to represent the Chair in relation to the Essential and Desirable criteria. The vice-chair is actively encouraged to attend Officer Support Group meetings to maintain an awareness of issues and activities.
The vice-chair may wish to pursue projects or activities agreed with the Partnership and/or OSG that support the AONB management plan that are relevant to their skills and interests.

Application Process
It is strongly recommended you contact the Mendip Hills AONB Manager, Jim Hardcastle, to discuss the requirements and clarify any points. 
01761 462338, 07976 690181 jim@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk

Please complete the following application form demonstrating how you meet the criteria and specifying which role (or both) you would like to be considered for. Please email your submission to jim@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk by 19th February 2020.

All the submissions will be sent to the Partnership prior to voting which will be held at the Partnership meeting on 19th March 2020.

Application for Chair and/or Vice-Chair of the Mendip Hills AONB Partnership
	Name
	

	Email address
	

	Contact telephone
	

	Address
	

	Chair
	Yes / No
	Vice-Chair
	Yes / No


	I would like to be nominated for the role of Chair and/or Vice-Chair because, (max 400 words, continue on a separate sheet)



Please return this to jim@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk by 19th February 2020
Application for Chair and/or Vice-Chair of the 


Mendip Hills AONB Partnership











The Mendip Hills AONB Partnership promotes and coordinates the conservation and enhancement of the Mendip Hills AONB


